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“From the Amer. Missionary Register. 
UNITED FOREIGN MISSION- 
ARY SOCIETY. 

Since the publication of the last 
number of the Register, communica- 
tions have been received from our va- 
rious Missionary Stations, to the fol- 
lowing dates:—From Union to the 
16th of September; Harmony to the 
12th of October; Tuscarora to the 
18th of November; Seneca to the 
10th of December; and Catarogus to 
the 12th of the same month. With 
the exception of a few cases of Inter- 
mittent Fevers, of a comparatively 
mild type, our Missionaries “were en- 
joying comfortable health, and were 
pursuing their labours generally with 
encouraging. prospects of success.— 
Details will be given below. 

UNION MISSION. 

In a short letter of the 16th of 
September, accompanying the Jour- 
nal for the month of August, the Su- 
perintendent mentions that the sup- 
plies which had recently reached the 
Station, were “preserved in the most 
perfect order.’’ He also expresses 
the gratitude of the Mission Family 
to those Christians by whoma consi- 
derable portion of the goods had been 
contributed. 

In relation to the health of the Fa- 
mily, & to the situation of the School, 
the Superintendent thus briefly re- 
marks-——“The health of this Family 
is generally good. Brother George 
Requa and Sister Cleaver are the on- 
ly two who are not able to attend to 
active duties—Both the boys who 
left us have returned, but there has 
— no accession to the School since 
June.” 

A supply of flour from the banks 
of the Ohio reached the Mission 
House on the 7th of August. It ap- 
pears, by the Journal, that the Family 





had been destitute of flour for seven 
weeks, and were not able to procure 
any other substitute for bread than 
boiled corn. 

GREAT OSAGE MISSION. 

From this Mission, we have two 
short letters of the 12th of October. 
They both relate principally to the 
want of a blacksmith, and to other 
temporal concerns of the Mission.— 
The family, up to that date, continu- 
ed to enjoy better health, than they 
had reason to anticipate. 

Miss Comstock, of this Mission, 
was married early in October to Mr. 
William C. Requa, of the Union Mis- 


sion. It was expected that they would 


proceed to that station in the course 
of the month. 

We have no later Journal from this 
Mission, than that published in the 
Register for December. 

TUSCARORA MISSION. 
Extract from Mr, Crane’s Letter of 
the 18th of November. 

I have recently endeavoured to lead 
the Church to engage in more active 
efforts in the cause of religion. Some 
appear willing; but their attention 
has been so much confined for some 
months past to the difficulties which 
have agitated the tribe, that their pi- 
ous feelings have become in some 
measure languid and inefficient. We 
have succeeded in establishing a Con- 
ference meeting on Sabbath evening, 
from which we anticipate the most 
happy consequences. It is conduct- 
ed altogether by the members of the 
Church; and the object of it will be to 
have every male member offer his re- 
flections upon the discourse which 
has been delivered. By this meeting; 
I hope to secure the attention of eve- 
ry member to the instructions of the 
Sabbath. It willalso have a tenden- 
cy toform a habit of conversing on 
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religious subjects whenever they 
meet. Our young members will thus 
acquire a useful degree of confidence 
and fluency in expressing their sen- 
timents. They will become qualified 
for offering public exhortations; and, 
in addition to their attainment of 
more knowledge, they will have any 
misapprehensiens corrected, and the 
truths communicated in the sermon 
more deeply impressed on their me- 
mories, 

A prayer-meeting has been esta- 
blished on Wednesday evenings for 
all the members of the Church, and 
all others who may feel disposed to 
attend. 

Arrangements have been made for 
ameeting of the females for prayer. 
SENECA MISSION. 

Rev. T. S. Harris to the Domestic Se- 
cretary—November 13, 1822. 

Dear Sir—We would cherish the 
hope that the chiefs especially, have 
more confidence in the rectitude of 
our proceedings than formerly. They 
appear to be more disposed to hold 
up our handsin our attempts to in 
struct their children, by cheerfully 
correcting, as far as practicable, every 
vicious habit which they may be in 
danger of imbibing. The school, 
though small, (consisting of eighteen 
in number,) appears to become more 
tractable, and much more contented, 
than it has been. 

Many of our religious meetings on 
the Sabbath are attended 
coming punctuality; and we trust 
that they will at length prove “none 
other than the gate of heaven” to 
some souls. May the Spirit of the 
Divine Saviour inspire the hearts of 
the Board with zeal and wisdom, in 
promoting the spiritual interests of 
his people. 

CATARAUGUS MISSION. 
Extract ofa Letter from Mr. Thay- 
er to the Domestic Secretary—Dec. 

12, 1822. 

Having mentioned the causes which 
had retarded his preparations for re- 


with be-| 


family, and expressed the expectation 
that his school would commence ear- 
ly in January, Mr. Thayer re- 
marks:— 

I hope soon to communicate some- 
thing relative to these children, who 
have so long remained in heathen 
darkness. We look forward with 
anxious feeling to the time when we 
hope to receive them into our family; 
and make them the objects of our 
particular care—when they shall be 
snatched from the abodes of filth and 
ignorance, and be favoured with an 
opportunity for improvement. Let 
our toils, our labours, and our trials 
be ever so great, if we can be instru- 
mental of any good to these perish- 
ing immortals, we shall rejoice—yea, 
we do rejoice in the prospect of use- 
fulness. 

We entreat an interest in your pray- 
ers, that we may have grace sufficient 
for our day, and may be prepared for 
the interesting work of teaching these 
heathen children. , | 


“EDUCATION OF MINISTERS. 


Extract from Rev. Mr. Lindsley’s - 


sermon. 

“Multitudes seem to imagine, or 
affect to imagine, that as the apostles 
were generally plain, unlettered men, 
so would it be better to let such men 
now assume the sacred office and 
trust to the same extraordinary aid. 
This sort of reasoning often serves as 
a very convenient plea to withhold 
all countenance and support from any 
system which is likely to make a de- 
mand on the purse of the selfish and 
avaricious. The fact is, men gene- 
rally love their gold so much more 
than they love their souls, that any 
shadow of excuse is eagerly seized 
on to satisfy their consciences and to 
justify their conduct. And if they 
can but conscientiously refuse a dollar 
to the cause of religion, they are con- 
tent; without too nicely scrutinizing 
the ground on which they presume 
so conscientiously and comfortably 
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those subjects in regard to which a 
very convenient latitude is, as it were 
by common consent, conceded to 
conscience. And men’s consciences 
are often found to be very happily 
moulded to the accommodation of 
their ruling passion. 

“There are some entire sects of 
Christians whose creed and practice 
seem to have originated from the 
secret attachment of the heart to the 
world: and who therefore very cheer- 
fully relinquish to the Divine Spirit 
the labour and expense of maintain- 
ing and propagating the benevolent 
principles of the gospel. There are 
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that we could not make a change in 
these respects for the better. And 
certainly no nation on earth has haif 
the reason to be satisfied with its 
government and laws, and with the 
general administration of them, than 
we have. Let itnot besupposed then 
that I reflect’ on the political esta- 
blishments of my country. 
' ©The general prejudice against 
learning at which I have just hinted, 
‘may account in part for the indiffer- 
ence manifested towards learned 
clergymen; and to every plan for the 
education of youth for the ministry.- 
Glad, however, wauld I be to be cone 


not a few individuals of the same’ vinced that it might be wholly re- 


stamp-among all denominations of 
Christians; and in our own, it is be- 
lieved, may be founda goodly num- 
ber of the same cold-hearted, mam- 
mon-loving cast, who grudge every 
farthing they are constrained to give, 
and who never do give, but as if they 


rather to get rid of his importunity 
than from any desire to assist him, or 
from any conviction that he deserves 
assistance. 

“Tam aware that some notions are 
prevalent in our country, which per- 
haps do not obtain to the same ex- 
tent in any other, and which may ac- 
count, in a small degree, for this 
seeming anomaly. It is fashionable 
to believe that learning is a danger- 
ous thiug in any hands. That the 
people can be better served without 
it than with it. That public offices 
can be more safely and advantage- 
ously filled by plain honest men than 
by learned men. And hence it often 
happens that artful intriguing men, 
without wisdom or principle, are ele- 
vated by a deceived people to stations 
from which the prudent, modest, in- 
telligent, unambitious and worthiest 
citizens are excluded. I shall not 
comment on this fact. If this abuse 
be inseparable from our peculiar po- 
litical institutions, we must submit 
to it. Wemust take the evil with | 


solved into this general prejudice.— 
But I am persuaded that the evil lies 
deeper. That it springs from indif- 
ference and opposition to the religion 
of Jesus. This, too, for many years, 
has been a very popular sentiment 
throughoutChristendom. There has 
long been much avowed, and there 
is still much secret infidclity in the 
world. And although open _hostilty 
to the gospel has, in a great measure, 
ceased, yet the spirit of the monster 
is still lurking amongst us. Itis un- 
der a degree of prudential restraint. 
Or it has assumed other forms and 
operates in a different mode. Men, 
by a sort of tacit compact, have a- 
greed to let religion, and religious 
men, and religious institutions alone. 
Orelse, under the guise of the name, 
have ventured to efface its peculiar 
discriminating features, and tomould 
it into a form very little, if at all, dif- 
fering from the system advocated by 
its opponents.’”,. 





We understand that the Rev. 
Reuel Keith, Professor of Humani- 
ty in William & Mary College, has 
been appointed a Professur in the 
Theological Seminary of the Dio- 
cess of Virginia, recently establish- 
edat Williamsburgh- -and that Stu- 
dents of Theology are turning thew 





For well persuade! am I 


attention to this institution.—- Visitor. 
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REMARKS ON THE STATES OF ILLI-' A stranger is agreeably surprized to 


NOIS AND MISSOURI. 


Communicated for publication in 
the Christian Spectator by Edward 
Hollister, on his recent return from a 
missionary tour. 


After briefly noticing the Geogra- 


phical situation of these States, and | 
remarking upon their soil, first settle-, 


ment, &c. the writer proceeds: 
The population of those States is, 





for the most part, American. 
French population is confined princi-. 


pally to the villages. About one third | 
of the inhabitants are French; of, 


The | 


find in one of the remotest towns in 
the Union, a church decorated with 
the original paintings of Bubens, 
Raphael, Guido, Paul Veronese, and 
other artists of high eminence. But 


the christian philanthropist must drop 


a tear at the reflection, that the Gos- 
pel in its purity and power is there 
never proclaimed, and that from the 
walls around him, splendid as’ they 
are, ‘The glory is departed.’ The 
moral effect of the instructions and 
ceremonies of the infallible church 
is something indeed; but like every 


Kaskaskia,one half; and of some other, thing which comes short of the reli- 


villages, nearly all. 


Collected from | 


gion of the heart, it is feeble and 


different quarters, and bringing with; transient. 


them different opinions, feclings, and 
habits, the people have as yet no ge- 
neral character. The state of morals 
is generally better in the country, than 
in the-ttowns. The charge of profligacy 
and vice, which has been so often and 
so liberally made against them, does 
not belong to them as a people. | 
The French inhabitants are Catho- 
lics. They have churches in St. 
Louis, St. Charles. Portage Des Si- 
oux, Florissant, Carondelet, Des 
Moines, St. Genevieve, The Barrens, 
and New Madrid, in Missouri; and 
Kaskaskia, Prairie Du Rocher, and 
Cahokia, in Illinois. - There is a nun- 
nery at Florissant, (which is, however, 
nothing more than a boarding school, ) 
an ecclesiastical seminary at the Bar- 
rens, and a seminary at St. Louis, 
called the St. Louis College. This 
last is under the direction of Bishop 
Du Bourg,and has sixty-five students 
The Bishop has a very valuable li- 
brary, containing about eight thou- 
sand volumes. The Cathedral is a 


The most numerous donomination 
of christians is that of the Metho- 
dists. There is also a considerable 
number of Baptists, and Cumberland 
Presbyterians. However we may 
regard the preachers of these sects on 
other accounts, they deserve much 
credit for their zeal & activity; for it 
must be acknowledged that they have 
penetrated, and preached the gospel, 
and disseminated vital piety and 
christian morality in regions where, 
but for them, little more would be 
known of christianity than the name. 
And although there is reason to la- 
ment their doctrinal errors, and often 
extravagant proceedings, yet by their 
means, “Christ is preached, and | 
therein do rejoice, yea, and will re- 
Joice.”’ 

The Presbytery of Missouri, em- 
bracing within its limits the two 
States of which I am speaking, con- 
sists of sixteen churches, and four 
ministers. The ministers are, Rev. 
J Mathews, at the village of Loul- 





large and elegant brick building, for-' 
ty feet front by one hundred and thir-! 
ty-five indepth. It is furnished with 
an organ, and with vases, gold em- 
broideries and paintings, unequalled 
in value and elegance by those of any’ 
Shnilar establishments in the United 
States, and surpassed, it is said, by 
those of few churches even in Europe. 


siana, Rev. S. Giddings, at St. Louis, 
Rev. C. S. Robinson, at St. Charles, 
and Rev. Thomas Donnel, at Belle- 
vieu. The latter is the only one who 
sustains the pastoral relation. Be- 
side these, there are, not yet connect 
ed with the Presbytery, Mr. Lacy, 2 
licentiate, residing in St. Louis coun- 
ty; Rev. J. Townsend at Edwards 
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ville, and Rev. A. Williamson, at! 
Shoal Creek. Someof the churches 
are small. One has fifty-four, and the: 
largest has ninety members. To sup- 
ply these churches, at least six more 
ministers are this moment needed; 
and then some of them would be sup- | 
plied, as some are now, only for one | 
half of the time. There are also 
certain districts in which churches 
are not yet established, where Pres- 
byterian preachers are immediately |1 
wanted. To furnish any thing like a 
tolerable supply for the country, 
there must be ten more ministers at 
least. 

And here I would beg leave to ex- 
press the wish, that the public might 
be furnished with similar statements 
respecting every part of our country 
which is considered as missionary 
ground. In this way the amount of 
benevolent exertions required by be- 
nevolent societies would be better as- 
certained than by merely estimating 
the population, and assigning one 
thousand souls to a minister. I would 
not say that the number of educated 
ministers required, depends on the 
desire expressed for them; for in that 
case many of the heathen would be 
neglected. But I would say, that in 
making calculations on this subject,! 
those places and settlements only, | 
ought to come into the estimate, in| 
which there is a rational expectation, 
that such ministers might actually! 
labour. If Illinois and Missouri must 
have an educated minister for every 
thousand souls, they should have as 
many as one hundred and twenty; 
whereas ten, as I have stated, would. 
now be a tolerable supply; and twenty 
(I mean in addition to those who are 
already there,) would be a complete 
supply for all the settlements in these 
States which desire or would receive 
educated ministers. Exhibited in this, 
manner, the want of ministers in our’ 
country is a fact sufficiently-alarm- 
ing. 

A preacher is uniformly received 
with cordiality, and welcomed with 
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many expressions of regard. His 
preaching is listened to with serious- 
ness and solemnity, and the kindness 
of missionary societies acknowledged 
with gratitude. In several places I 
met with little companies of Chris- 
tians, shut out from their once high 
and precious privileges, and doomed 
to a long and painful ‘famine of the 
word of God;’ they manifested the 
dy value they set uponthe preach- 

ng of the Gospel, by going for the 
purpose of hearing it, ten and even 
fifteen miles, in cold and unpleasant 
weather. 


The German settlement in the 
county of Cape Girardeau, is worthy 
of notice. The settlement was com- 
menced more than twenty years since 
by emigrants from North Carolina. 
Leaving behind them their meeting- 
houses, and preachers, and schools, 
the consequences are such as might 
have been expected. I cannot de- 
scribe them better than in the lan- 
guage of one of their members:— 
“When we came here we had no 
preaching, no schools, and we almost 
forgot what we had learned; the deer 
were so plenty that we thought of 
little beside hunting them, and now 
we are all running wild these wild 
woods about.” The first time I 
visited them, I preached in a large 
‘school house. This was soon ex- 
|changed for a_ place in the open air; 
and before I left them, they had com- 


-menced the erection of a convenient 


meeting-house, which was so far com- 
pleted, that,at their request, I preach- 
ed my last sermon init. Never shall 
I forget the tears of this simple and 


affectionate people on that occasion. 
‘I could wish that they who doubt the 


necessity and duty of sending mis- 
sionaries to our destitute brethren, 
could have. witnessed that scene. 


On one occasion, soon after I ar- 
rived in the settlement, I received six 
_applications to preach in different 
neighbourhoods around; one was in 
writing, signed by thirty-four of the 
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inhabitants. The communication is 
as follows: 

“State of Missouri, Cape Girar- 
deau County, Aug. 5, 1821.” 

“To the Rev. the moderator and 
other members of the Presbytery of 
Missouri.” 

“We, your humble petitioners, liv- 
ing near the waters of Crooked Creek, 
being destitute of the Gospel preach. 
ed amongst us in a way which we in 
our consciences think agreeable to 
the word of God, would humbly sup- 
plicate your reverend body for such 
supplies of preaching as God in his 
providence may put it in your power 
to give,as a numberof wus have beer: 
living in this country eight or ten 
years, and have not had the opportu- 
nity of hearing a gospel sermon 
preached without going fifteen or 
twenty miles. And now sirs, your 
compliance will lay us under lasting 
obligations to pray that the pleasure 
of the Lord may prosper in your 
hands. And as we have not as yet 
any stated place of preaching, we 
would, desire you to appoint the first 
sermon at Mr. John Hahn’s, on the 
main leading road near Crooked 
Creek; and we would conclude by 
wishing all grace.” 

Such was the petition, or, in the 
expressive language of the person 
who penned it, the supplication of 
these people, and it speaks volumes 
on the. necessity of education and 
missionary societies. I need not say 
that I preached to them as much as 
iny arrangements would admit, and 
that their attendance and conduct 
evinced that their petition for preach- 
ing was sincere. To other requests 
from places still more remote, I was 
under the painful necessity of reply- 
ing in the negative. 

The population of these States 
and others adjacent, is annually in- 
creasing, the settlements are -extend- 
lng, and the field for ministerial !a- 
bour is, of course constantly widen- 
ing. Society here may be said to be 


formed. But it is important to ree 
member that it is forming. The ob- 
iect of emigrants to the west is not 


the enjoyment of their religious prin- 
ciples. Theycarry along with them 
their wardrobe, their furniture and 
utensils—but not the ordinances of 
the Gospel; in many instances not 
even the Bible. The settlement of 
ministers properly qualified would 
have an important influence upon 
the character and condition of the 
community with respect to know- 
ledge, morals and religion for ages 
and centuries to come. And on the 
other hand, let those regions be ne- 
elected for a few years only, and if 
efforts to reclaim them do not become 
hopeless, they will at least require ef- 
forts augmented a hundred fold. Ne- 
elect your garden but for a few weeks 
in the months of spring, and the rain 
and the sunshine will nourish only 
luxuriant weeds. Neglect your chil- 
dren in their infancy and youth, and 
they will grow up around you igno- 
rant and vicious. Soneglect the new 
settlements of our country—they 
will extend widely, will become 
flourishing like our own beloved New 
England, will increase perhaps be- 
yond our expectations, in wealth and 
importance; but ignorance and infi- 
delity and vice, will extend as widely, 
and grow with equal rapidity, and to 
as towering a height. The village 
which now consists of a few log ca- 
bins will become a city with its thou- 
sands of people, its mansions and 
balls, its billiard rooms and its thea- 
tre; but no spire will be seen pointing 
to the skies, and no ‘church going 
bell sound its summons to the wor- 
ship of God. The prairies, clothed 
with verdure, and blooming with 
flowers, will be transformed by the 
hand of industry to still lovelier 
scenery; but the moral condition of 
ihe people will present, in striking 
contrast, a scene of barrenness and 
desolation. Darkness, more terrible 
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ment upon Egypt, will brood over 
these wide-spreading regions, and 
the dark king of hell triumphantly 
wave the sceptre of his dominion over 


the reprobate population. 
Is such to be the fate of a country as 
lovely by nature as was ever warmed 
by the sun? I cannot believe it. 
In behalf of the destitute, I would 
appeal to christians, and ministers— 
in behalf of those who have begged 
with tears that I would endeavour to 
obtain ministers for them. Muinis- 
ters can go, they can encounter difh- 
culties, can sacrifice the feelings of 
human nature on the altar of duty; 
and the christian community at large 
can do something—can do more than 
they yet have done to send these mi- 
nisters as missionaries to the desti- 
tute. 


“NEW BUILDING 
For the American Bible Society. 

The following geueral description of the 
American Bible Society’s House may not be 
uninteresting to our readers. The front of 
the building is 50 feet upon Nassau-street, 
and extends back 30 feet, when it is con- 
tracted to the breadth of 30 feet, and runs, 
that width to Theatre-alley 70 feet—making 
the whole depth from front to rear 100 feet. 
In the basement are rooms for the accom- 
modation of the keeper and his family—a 
Jarge cellar, and rooms for fuel for the va- 
rious occupants of the building. On the first 
floor of the front part of the house is one 
large room for the use of the Agent, and 
two smaller ones for the Secretaries and 
Committees. The rest of this floor is de- 
voted to the general purposes of a Deposi- 
tory for the Books issued by the Society, 
and willhold nearly 60,000 Bibles and Tes- 
taments. On the second story in front is the 
room appropriated tothe use of the Muana- 
gers. This occupies the entire front of the 
house, and is 50 by 30 feet, including the 
walls, and 16 feet in height, and is neatly 
but not splendidly finished. The rear is di- 
vided into two rooms for the use of the Bind- 
er, as is the corresponding room in the third 
story—the front of both being taken up by 
the Managers’room. The third story of the 
front, and the fourth of the rear, are occu- 
pied by the Printer. There are 12 presses 
in the office, six of which are devoted to the 
Society’s service, and as many more are to 
be employed as they may require. 
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spring; and though the cost of the house and 
the ground has exceeded twenty thousand 
dollars, no part of the aimount is Lo be taken 
from the ordinary funds of the Society. A 
considerable portion of the money has been 
raised by subscription, and principatly from 
individuals in this city—The residue has 
been raised by a loan: and we hope we are 
not too sanguine when we express our ex- 
pectation, that it will be repaid by further 
contributions from the liberal and benevo- 
lent, who regard the objects of the Socicty 
as worthy the patronage aud support of a 
christian community. 

The completion of this house is a very in- 
teresting event in the history of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society. All the business of the 
institution, which is to be transacted under 
the immediate direction of the managers at 
home, will henceforward be carried on in 
the building. Here the Agent and the other 
executive ofliccrs of the Suciety will be tur- 
nished with rooms for their respective ac- 
commodation; and here a large number of 
mechanics will find employment in the So- 
ciety’s service.—N. Y. Duily ‘dv. 


——p (> Se -—— 
Pittsburgh, Mebruary 7. 
MARRIED, on the 30th ultimo, 
by the Rev. Robert Patterson, Mr. 
Joun Simpson, of Builer County, 
to Miss Exviza Sempve, daugliter 
of James Semple, Esq. of Alle- 
evheny County. 





OTe Guardian and Sabbath School 
Refository:—Vhe Guardian, an ex- 
cellent littke work, intended for the 
moral and religious improvement of 
the rising generation, has been pub- 
lished, during the last four years at 
New-Haven, Connecticut ‘Vo this 
work the Editor has determined to 
add monthly 24 pages on the subject 
of Sabbath Schools, and entitle the 
addition “The Sabbath School Repo- 
sitory.”” We have received the first 
number of the Repository, and think 
it, in connexion with the Guardian, 
calculated to be highly useful to 
those for whose instruction and spi- 
ritual advantage it 1s intended. The 
Guardian will make a volume anau- 
ally of 432 pages, and the Repository 
a volume of 288 pages—the price of 
both together $1 50 in advance, or 





The foundation of this building has been 
laid, and the edifice completed, since the last 





$2 onthe delivery of the 6th number. 
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INFLUENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ON THE 
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LIFE OF THE CHRISTIAN, 

‘It is possible, as we have stated, 
without any special influence of the 
Holy Spirit, to admit the truth of 
Scripture. But, without his aid, we 
cannot obey the Scripture. Itis the 
language of God himself, “I will put 
my spirit within thee, and cause thee 
to obey my statutes.” “Walk in the 
Spirit, and ye shail not fulfil the lusts 
of the flesh.”” Moan, till brought un- 
der this new dominion, is always re- 
presented as a captive of Satan—the 
world as his prison—<«nd his lusts 
and appetites as the chains of his ter- 
rible bondage. Butitis said, “where 
the Spirit of the Lord is there is hi- 
berty.”” Assoonas this new influ- 
ence is felt on the soul, our chains be- 
gin to arp from us. Like the Apos- 
tle in the dungeon, we find that some 
powerful hand is at work for our de- 
liverance. Some angry temper is 
sradually quieted, some lust is 
quenched, some passion is bridled.— 
Our powers are gradually entarged;' 
until at length, loosened from the 
bands which held us so long and so 


dard of practice which prevails in the 


world? Suppose, my brethren, one of 
those happy spirits, acquainted only 
with the region of love and uninter- 

rupted obedience in which he Gwells, 
to be sent in search of the world ap- 

pointed for our own habitation, and 
for which the Son of God lived and 
died; suppose him to alight amongst 
useven ona Sabbath, and to see the 
multitudes who are profaning that 
holy day by business, idleness, or dise 
sipation; suppose him to enter the 
public haunts of vice, and to mingle 
with the crowd living for this world, 
and forgetting God and eternity; sup- 
pose him to take his place in the 
family circle of multitudes professing 
to believe in Christ as the Son of God 
and the Saviour of the world; what, 
when he thus contemplated the too 
general spirit and temper of society; 
its worldliness, its selfishness, its 
levity, its indisposition to God and 
Christ, its feverish pursuits of pre- 
sent things,and its neglect of things 
to come; and, at the same _ time, con- 
trasted this world with that which 
he inhabited, and the manner in which 





Ha st ame bg ‘re “walk abroad in all 
the glorious liberty of the children, 
or God.” Then, and then on ly, it is, 
that we arrive at full perception of 
the truth of the declaration, “lf the: 
Son make you free, then ye are free 
ao ** Compare, my brethren, 

the obedience of others with that of 


the will of God is “done on earth” 
with that in which it 1s “done in hea- 
ven,” what would he think of the re- 
rion he had visited? Would he not 
be disposed to conceive himseif mis- 
taken as to the globe on which he 
had rested; to abandon itin quest of 


some other region, the principles and 


the individual’ who thus lives and practice of whose inhabitants might 
walks in the power of the Spirit of more strictly accord with their obli- 
God. How languid is the compli-' gations, and where the love manifest- 
ance of the one class; and how vigo- ed to them by a Saviour would be 
rous and decided that of the other!- followed by agrateful and affection- 
There are many complaints in society ate compliance with his will, and de- 
as to the dearth of practical religion. votion to his service? And to what 
And most justly are those complaints cause may weascribe this lamentable 
in some instances urged, although want of genuine godliness visible a- 
not always upon right grounds, orin mong us? To what but to the ne- 
aright spirit, or by the individuals glect of the influence of the Holy Spi- 
most authorized to urge them. But rit? It is the power of the Spirit a- 
what is there that ought to inflict lonc, my brethren, which can produce 
deeper anguish on the mind, jealous in us conformity to the will of God 
for God, for the Saviour, & for the sal- and the mind of Christ. “My peo- 

vation of mankind, than the low stan- ple,’’ says the Psalmist, “shall be wil- 
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ling in the day of my power.” “He death, it will probably be owing to 
will teach us his ways,”’ says Isaiah,: the restraints of Providence. But if 
‘and we shall walk in his paths.”— permitted to go on still further, he 
Such are the declarations of God, and soon falls a prey to disease; at length 
the state of the world around us_ will! enfeebled in body and in mind, by his 
be found to illustrate and con-{excesses, in the midst of his days, 
firm them. It is those alone who!he is confined to the chamber, and to 
from day today, and hour to hour,;the bed of sickness;—where, forsaken 
cast themselves upon the divine pow-| by his former gay companions, he 1s 
er thus pledged to“work in them to;lefta prey to bitter remorse, and to 
will and to do of his good pleasure,’’}the upbraidings ofan accusng con- 
who present us with the few bright: science;—he views with horror his 
spots, the Oases which meet and re-/ approaching doom; at length, death 
fresh us in the wilderness of life; who, strikes the blow;—he dies;—his guil- 
are at once the ornament and the joy: ty spirit is summoned before God,— 
of society, that “salt of the earth’ he is doomed to everlasting death 
which serves to keep it from unmixed: and despair,—he plunges into the 
and irremediable corruption.” gulf of endless perdition, and is lost 


99 


Cunningham ff forever and ever!” 
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© A STRIKING PICTURE. 

From Hooper’s Addresses to Young 
People. ON DANCING. 

‘Mark the sinful course, the mi-! ‘Dancing in allages, and perhaps 
serable end, and the awful destiny of we may add, in all nations of the 
the thougitless young sinner.—-He world, has been one of its most fa- 
gradually burst the barriers of a good vourite amusements. To preach a- 
education;—he entered with hesita-' gainst dancing, is by many, even 
ting step, the haunts of folly and vice, Christians, thought to be ureasonably 
——he blushed, and retreated a step rigid,and “over much righteous.”— 
or two;—he advanced and grew fa-: There are very few worldly amuse- 
miliar; he became enamoured; he a-, ments in favour of which more may 
dopted the manners, and echoed the. be said. But with Christians, the 
conversation of his gay witty com- chief question should be, its natural 
panions; it is true, the oath at first tendency and usualeffects. If it pro- 
faltered on his tongue, and his lips, motes virtue or religion; if it tends to 
quivered as it passed; but he soon make people pious, sober and tempe- 
assumed a bolder and a firmer tone;— rate: if it promotes the love of God, 
flattered and applauded, he advanced;' obedience to his laws, and charity to 
—he went tothe haunts of dissipa-' all mankind: if its tendency is to fru- 
tion; plunged into an extravagant gality, sobriety and the observance of 
mode of life;—acquired habits of in- regular hours: ifit will fortify and 
dulgence ruinous to his constitution, strengthen the minds of young people, 
as well as his substance;—in his ex-'especially against the temptations 
tremity he is driven to adopt dishon- and vanities of life: if it will prepare 
ourable means of supplying the crav- females to be better wives and mo- 


-” 
Extract from a Sermon preached by 
an Efiiscopal Clergyman. 




































ings of appetite, which the more they 
are indulged,the louder are their de- 
mands; and if, at this stage of his 
sinful course, he isnot permitted to 
do some deed, by which he forfeits 
his life to the laws of his country, and 
becomes the victim ofan inglorious 


.then certainly ought Christians to 


thers, and to shine brighter in those 
virtues, which are the true ornaments 
of their sex: ifmen, by this amuse- 
ment, become better qualified and 
more faithful in their various rela- 
tions, duties and professions of life,— 
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practise and promote it. 
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But if, on 
the contrary, dancing is known to 
promote levity, lasciviousness and 
other vices: if its tendency is_ unfa- 
vourable to religion: if it leads to 
vanity,dissipation,unseasonable hours 
and unprofitable expense: ifit rather 
hinders and disqualifies us for use- 
ful occupations end sober duties of 
life—then certainly it is wise in 
Christians and even incumbent upon 
them, to avoid such recreation, asa 
sinful vanity. The daughter of He- 
rodias was very successful in her dis- 
play; she received the highest ap- 

lause, and was rewarded with offer 
of half a kingdom. But, Christian 
friends, you know who, that he might 
save your souls, would not make a 
vain show and worship idols, for “all 
the kingdoms of the world, and the 
glory of them.” If we desire to be 
his disciples, let us take heed how 
we serve another master. These 
things merit your serious regard: 
you must so judge, that you be not 
judged. I desire not to be unreason- 
ably rigid: but I must be faithful to 
you, and to him who has sent me— 
my duty is, to imitate the boldness 
of John, to speak the truth of God 
(with moderation certainly, and with 
charity, but) with inflexible firmness 
and fidelity.’ 
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Extract of a letter from a Minister of 
the Gospel in Ohio to the Editor, 
dated on the 29th ult. 

‘‘Some of my ablest subscribers 
have withdrawn their support from 
your paper, or are talking of doing 
it. I tind among the poorer class 
an anxious desire to support this pa- 
per, and the cause of Christianity 
in general; but they want the means 
Ts it not lamentable, that those who 


rolling in wealth, and yet, rather 
than part with a few sordid cents, 
would sutfer every valuable institu- 
tion, yea, eventhe cause of Christ 
itself, to sink into utter ruin. Qh 
how must the silver and the gold of 
such eat as doth the canker, with- 
out a change of conduct! 





To the Editor ofthe P. Recorder, 


SIR—I find among men a great 
variety of tastes and dispositions; and 
therefore conclude that it is extreme- 
ly difficult for the Editor of any peri- 
jodical publication to give general sa- 
tisfaction to his readers. But it is 
utterly impossible for one who con- 
ducts a religious paper or magazine, 
if he is faithful in the discharge of 
his duty, to procure and retain the 
approbation of all who may be induc- 
ed to become subscribers: for the 
tastes of men, in reference to religion, 
are not only diverse, but, in numer- 
ous instances, diametrically opposite 
to each other. Some read with avid- 
ity common or political intelligence, 
but soon grow weary ofa religious 
journal, which informs them of the 
progress of Immanuel’s kingdom, 
and solemnly reminds them of their 
own moral obligations and accounta- 
bility to God. Hence they are dispos- 
ed, under some pretext, to withhold 
or withdraw their patronage from 
such a vehicle of information. Many 
plead inability to pay two dollars an- 
nually for a religious paper, who are 


uries or superfluities of life, or in the 
intemperate use of ardent spirits, 
to their own temporal and eternal ru- 
in! Somecomplain that your paper 
contains too much religious intelli- 
gence; others, that it contains too lit- 
tle. Some are deiighted, and others 
disgusted with the accounts which 
you publish of Sabbath Schools.— 





can, will not support this best of 
causes? It is difficult for the true 


Christian to avoid feeling indignant ' 
when he bcholds his fellow-citizens 


Some are much pleased with the nar- 


-ratives of revivals which appear in 


your columns; while others have no 
relish for such information, and are 


able to indulge themselves in the Inx- * 
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disposed to denounce all revivals as/was attacked with a violent inflam- 
enthusiasm or delusion. But I am matory disease: his inflamed pore 


confident the course which you are 
pursuing will be approved by the 
wise and good, & tend to promote the 


gréat interests of evangelical piety. 


“DECLINE OF INFIDELITY. 


In the late reign of infidelity, 
Newburgh, N. ¥Y. was remarkable 
for its deism. 
infidelity, who visited Baltimore, 
and other places, appeared in New- 
burgh, aod preached in the court 
house his abominable doctrines, 
railing against the Bible and every 
thing sacred connected with Chris- 
tianity. Thro’ his influence there 
was formed there a Druidica} soci- 
ety, named afier the heathen Drui- 
dical Priests in Britain before the 
introduction of Christianity into that 
island. It had a high priest, and 
met at stated times. These meet 
ings were held in the true spirit of 
infidel immorality, for the purpose 
of rooting out and destroying all 
true religion. ‘There was at that 
time one Christian organized con- 
gregation in Newburgh. Irs pas- 
ior, the professors, and friends of 
Bible religion generally, were at- 
tacked openly in the streets, and ri 





diculed with many vulgar and abu-. 


sive epithets: and it is said, the 
pastor was even spit upon. The 
men, who were attached to this in- 
fidel club, possessed considerable 
wealth and influence. 


One Sabbath, when the sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s supper was dis- 
pensing, in the Christian Congrega- 
tion of the village, a few of the lead- 
ing members of the Druidical club 
went fo a spring in the neighbour- 


A blind emissary of 


balls protruded from their sockets: 
his tongue was swollen in his 
mouth; and he died before morning 
in great mental and bodily agony. 
This awful judgment was esteem- 
ed a death blow to deism in New- 
burgh. 7 

Other infidels have since died, in 
the village, deaths little less alarm- 
ing. One of them, aftera life of 
intemperance, was attacked by mor- 
tification and carbuncles on his 
back—into which thesurgeons cut 
deeply. While writhing under the 
pain of the operation, he begged 
the operator to abstain, and said, 
‘‘He did not wish to goto hell with 
his back thus cut to pieces.’’-~ 
His infidel associates commonly at- 
‘ended around his death bed, and 
shamelessly indulged in boisterous 
‘laughter and mirth. When his de- 
istical connections were not in the 
room he said ‘It was strange that 
he who but afew days before had 
been in health, should be now af- 
flicted so dreadfully, and that if he 
did not expect to recover he should 
be the most miserable man upon 
‘upon earth.’ On the night of his. 
‘death, and shortly before it, he ac- 
cording to the habit of his life, 
swore ina shockingly profane man- 
ner. 

Some other deists, who formerly 
occupied a respectable rank in so- 
ciety, and possessed considerable 
property, are now so degraded. that 
‘‘no one does them reverence.”? 

There are, at present, 'churches 
and 6 congregations within the cor- 
poration limits of Newburgh, and a 
flourishing Bible Society, while de- 








hood, and one of them, with the ap-;ism is so abashed that hardly any 


probation of the rest, administered! one dares to speak in its favour.— 
the sacrament to dogs. In the even-| 


ing, he who did the impious deed, 


The population of the village 1s a- 
bout 3,000 souls. —WVewd. Witness, 
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CONGRESS. 

In Senate, Jan. 23. The follow: 
ing message was received from the 
President of the U. States:-To car- 
ry into effect the intentions of Con- 
gress in making an appropriation of 
5000 dollars by the act of the 14th 
of April, 1820, for the survey of the 
Ohio and Mississippi rivers, from 
the rapids of the Ohio, at Louisville, 
to the Balize, for the purpose of fa- 
cilitating and ascertaining the most 
practicable mode of improving the 
navigation of those rivers, orders 
were given, through the proper de- 
partment, to the board of engineers 
to examine and survey the said ri- 
vers, with reference to those ob 
jects, and to report their opinion 
thereon, which they have done, & 
which report I now communicate, 
for the information of Congress. 

J. MONROE. 

Mr. Barton submitted the follow- 
ing resolution for consideration: 
Resolved, that the Committee on fi 
nance be instructed to inquire into, 
the expediency of making an ap- 
propriation to enable the President 
of the U. S. to extinguish the Indi- 
an title to the south side of the Mis- 
sourl river, between the western 
boundary of the state of Missouri 
and the Osage line, which runs 
from Fort Clark to the Arkansas, or 
to so much thereof as the tribes 
claiming it may be disposed to sell. 

Mr. Brown, of Ohio, from the 
Committee on roads and canals, to 
whom had been referred the bill 
from the other House, for laying 
outa road thro’ the Black Swamp, 
from the Miami to the Con. reserve, 
in Ohia, reported the same with an 
amendment, proposing to limit to, 
$1 25, the price at which the land’ 





pecting the protection of commerce 
and to punish piracy, acd a bill 
granting to the state of Alabama 
the right of pre-emption to certain 
quarter sections of land, severally 
passed,.and were sent tu ihe other 
House for concurrence. 

Jan. 24. ‘The President commu- 
nicated to the Senate a report of the 
Secretary of War; exhibiting the 
expenditures for the contingent ex- 
penses of the military establishment 
for the year 1822. 


Jan. 27. Mr. Johnson, of Lou. 


submitted a resolution for instruct- 
ing the Committee on Public Lands 
to inquire into the expediency of 
causing the public lands and private 
claims in the state of Louisiana to 
be immediately surveyed, and into 
the propriety of granting patents for 
all claims to lands in the said state, 
which have been confirmed by thie 
government of the United States. 

House or REPRESENTATIVES. 

Jan. 23. On motion of Mr. 
Cocke, it was resolved, that the 
Committee on Military Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of farther reducing the staff 
of the Army of the United States. 

Jan. 24. Mr Newton, from the 

committee of commerce, reported a 
bill for creating certain election dis- 
tricts, in the states of Kentucky, 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Missou- 
ri, &c. which was twice read and 
committed. 

Mr. Plumer, of N. H. from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, report- 
ed a bill to alter the judicial districts 
of Pennsylvania, which was twice 
read and committed. 

Mr. Wright presented a resolu- 
tion of the Legisiature of Maryland, 
instructing their senators and repre- 


granted for the object shall be sold.| sentatives in Congress to use exer- 


A bill concerning the disburse-j tions to procure such an amend- 
ment of public money; a bill res-! ment to the constitution of the U. 
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States as will give Congress power 
to adopt and execute a system of 
internal improvement, to be confin- 
ed to great national purposes, with 
proper limitations. 

Mr. J. I’. Johnson, of Ky. pre- 
sented a petition, with many res- 
pectable signatures, praying Con- 
gress to pass a Jaw for the equip- 
ment of a party to explore the Polar 
Regions, with a view of making 
new discoveries in Geography, Na- 
tural History, Geology, and Astro- 
nomy, and of opening new sources 
of trade and commerce. The me- 
morial was ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble. 
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“The report shews beyond all ques- 
tion, that when the execution of this 
work is completed, it will place this 
City, the tides of the ocean and the 
neighbouring seaports, Baltimore, 
&c. for all the purposes of trade and 
intercourse, within 153 miles of the 
Monongahela river at Brownsville or 
Pittsburgh—that is, that it will cost 
no more to carry atonof produce from 
the Monongahela to the tide water, 
or from tide water to that river, than 
it would cost to transport it 15% 
miles by land: or should the naviga- 
tion stop at Cumberland, it will bring 
this city and the tides of the ocean 
within 93 miles of land carriage of 
Cumberland, from whence it is 72 
miles to Brownsville, making the cost 


Mr. Floyd moved that the House’ of transportation from the atlantic to 


now proceed to consider the bill 


for occupying the mouth of the | 
Columbia; but, bya vote of 100 to| 


Brownsville equal to 812 miles land. 
These tmportant results, with many 
others, are established beyond all 


61, the House refused to take it up.'! kind of controversy, sanctioned by 
Extract of a letter to the the editor of the names of five commissioners of 


the Genius of Liberty, dated Wash- 
ington, Jan. 18, 1823. 
“The subject of the Cumberland 


high respectability and distinguish- 
ed talents, and two Engineers, who 
have no superior in this, or perhaps 


road, has not yet been acted on in, any other country. 


this house,(the house of representa- 
tives.) ‘The commissioners appoint- 





The following Appointments have 


ed to explore the waters of the Po-; been made by the President of the 
tomac river during the last summer,, United States, with the advice and 
have madeamost able and interest-| consent of the Senate, viz. 


ing report; it demonstrates beyond | 


Andrew Jackson, of Tennessee, to 


doubt, the perfect practicability of be Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
uniting the waters of the atlantic with, Pienipotentiary to the Government cf 
that of Ohio, by connecting the wa-| Mexico. 


ters of the Potomac and Youghagany 
by a cut of two miles from Deep 


creek, a branch of the Yough, to the: 


Savage river,a branch of the Potomac. 
Whether this be preferable to the 


connexion by uniting Flougherty &| 


Will’s creek, remains yet to be as- 
certained. The report exhibits this 
subject in so strong and entertain- 
ing point of view, that it is generally 





thought, that no time will be lost in- 
commencing and prosecuting the 


| 


John Mason, Jun. to be Secretary 
of Legation to the same Govern- 
ment. 

Cesar A. Rodney, of Delaware, to 
be Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary to the Government 
of Buenos Ayres. 

John M. Forbes, to be Secretary of 
Legation to the same Government. 

Richard C. Anderson, of Ky. to be 
Envoy extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary to the Government of 


« . 7 } . | 7 
work, from this city, as far as Cum-, Columbia. 


berland at least, where it meets the 
Cumberiind read. 


‘gation to the same Government. 


C.S. Todd to be Secretary of Le- 
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Heman Allen, of Vermont, to be' 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary to Chili. | 


PITTSBURGH, FRIDAY, FEB. 7. 
f’ WESTERN INDIANS. 

We have been favoured with the 
perusal of two letters from Dr. Lo- 
ring Lusk, now connected with the 
Mission to the Oitawas, addressed 
to Joseph Smith, Esq. of Mercer, 
Pennsylvania, and dated at Fort 
Meigs Dec. 20, 1822, and Jan. 2, 


dd 4 

















1823. We gladly avail ourselves of} p 


the opportunity afforded of making 
such extracts as scrve to exhibit the 
customs, manners, languages, and 
traditions of the Ottawas and other 
Indian tribes. 

‘¢The Indians, who inhabit this 
region, or pass through it in their 
various excursions, belong princi. 
pally to four tribes, which are how. 
ever considerably intermixed: viz. | 
the Oitawas, the largest and most 
opulent tribe: the Miamies, whose 
language very much resembles the 
Greek—is musical, high, and signi- 
ficant: the Delawares and Mun- 
sees, whoare so much intermixed, 
and their language so similar, or 
as they express it, ‘‘one word,”’ that 
it requires very minute observation 
to distinguishthem. These Indians, 
the remnants of four tribes, that 
were once powerful, and formida- 
ble to the whites, have exceedingly 
degenerated, scarcely retaining any 
of their ancient formalities, but are 
fast falling into the vices of a peo- 
ple who pretend to be civilized. It 
is nO uncommon thing to see a 
Frenchman, or even an American, 
living withan Indian woman. Ma- 
ny [ndians also marry white wives. 
i( these intermarriages were calcu- 
jatedto promote religion and mo 
rality, they would appear less re- 
prehensible: but the reverse is for 
the most part tie efiect. The 
French in this country, being vi- 
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cious and illiterate, can better grati- 
fy their rapacious appetites, and in- 
dulge their characteristic indolence, 
by intermarrying with the natives, 
This affinity will be a considerable 
barrier to the civilization and chris- 
tianization of the Indians, as it wil 
be their interest to keep them in 
ignorance. 

‘‘There isa tradition among these 
Indians, which has not, until quite 
lately, been discovered by white 
eople, and which throws much 
ligt upon the hitherto unaccounted 
for mounds, which are so abundant 
in this State. This tradition, say 
they, has been handed down for 
four hundred years. It isthe fol- 
lowing: The tribe of Indians, now 
called Ottawas, were at war with 
the Senecas, and were driven by 
them to the northern shores of Lake 
Erie, where they encamped. Tur- 
key feathers were in great demand 
among them, as they were used in 
the equipage of all their military 
arms. In consequence of this de- 
mand, they were ina short time 
very scarce, and bore an_ enor- 
mous price. On hearing that tur- 
keys were abundant on the western 
side of the Lake, the chiefs sent 
twelve men over for the purpose of 
procuring them. Their expecta- 
tions were fully answered: they 
found turkeys, procured a supply of 
feathers, and set out for their en- 
campments. On their way, they 
were surprised and cut off, by a 
party of Miamies, with the excep- 
tion of one ortwo. These, on their 
return, informed their countrymen 
of their disaster, who were so exas- 


iperated, that they determined to ex- 


terminate the Miamies. ‘They, ac- 
cordingly, sent several hundred 
men, who found the Miamies, to the 
amount of two or three hundred, 
secured bv a fortification near the 
mouth of the Maumee river. (The 
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remains of this fortification are still 
to beseen.) They besieged them, 
and, after a lengthy and bloody con- 
flict, succeeded in routing them.— 
Pursuing the fugitives with their 
accustomed assiduity, and impelled 
by a desire of avenging the blood of 
their countrymen, who had been 
slain by the Miamies, they at last 
forced them to take refuge in a 
large fortification at Circleville, O- 
hio. But here, in return, they were 
compelled to flee before superior 
numbers, as the Miamies (a power- 
ful tribe) had collected all their 
forces. The Ottawas, however, not 
yet avenged for the blood of their 
countrymen, rose in one vast body, 
removed their camps across the 


Lake, and pitched before the forti- 
fication, resolved either to conquer 
or die. The seige was long and ob- 
On the one part, a large 


stinate. 
army of veteran warriors, inspired 
with that implacable revenge which 
asavage can bury only in death; 
and, on the other, a nation equally 
powerful in arms, and filled with 
their native insolence and pride.— 
Justice at last declared for the Otta 
was. The Miamies, worn out with 
fatigue, and overcome with hunger, 
were driven from their fortifications. 
The victorious Ottawas pursued 
them across the mountains, (sup- 
posed to be the A!legheny) and ful- 
ly glutted their desire of vengeance. 
After demolishing their fortifica- 
tion, they returned to their former 
encampments.—In regard to the 
truth of this tradition, 1 will not pre- 
tend to give my own opinion. It 
is believed by many inthis coun 
try, who are well versed in Ameri- 
can history. If true, it solves the 
hitherto undiscovered causes of the 
many mounds and fortifications. 
‘We should perhaps do injustice 
to the savage tribes, if we should 
from one small tribe judge of the 





capacities of all the others. It would 
be equally unjust to suppose that 
the American Aborigines in past 
ages were as stupid as we now find 
their progeny to be. The Dela- 
wares, undoubtedly the remnant of 
the warlike tribe at Delaware Bay 
which so warmly opposed the estab- 
lishment of a colony at that place, 
are so miserably degenerated as 
scarcely to deserve the name. O- 
ther tribes have also sadly degene- 
rated. I have not been able to learn 
much respecting their religious ce- 
remonies. They are very shy in giv- 
ing any information on this subject. 
Their marriages are solemnized 
with a dance; a custom for which 
they are perhaps indebted to their 
more civilized neighbours. They 
generally believe in witchcraft; a 
curious instance of which occurred 
shortly after we arrived here. An 
Ottawa chief had an ulcer in his 
hand. Ordinary means of cure hav- 
ing been used without success, he 
collected a number of his tribe, and 
implored the assistance of the Great 
Spirit in expelling the demon that 
devoured his flesh. Otierings were 
made of tobacco and whiskey.— 
They then loaded their guns, and 
after repeating certain mysterious 
words, severally fired.—-In burying 
their dead, the corpse is carried to 
the grave in a blanket. The grave 
is lined with slabs. After the body 
is deposited, an Indian man, if the 
deceased be male, and a woman, if 
female, makes an address to the bo- 
dy. It is then covered, and the 
mourners sit down to a feast pre- 
pared for the occasion, not forget- 
ting to give the deceased a_part.—- 
They cover the head with a brass 
kettle, and furnish the dead with a 
towakawk and knife. Ifin the win- 
ter, they build a fire, that the de- 
ceased may warm himself and roast 
his meat, 
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“FROM SIERRA LEONE. 
Extract of a letter to the Editors of the Boston 
Patriot, dated 
Vita De Praya, St. Jaco, 
DEcEMBER 4, 1822. 

“The interest evinced by almost every 
person towards the infant colony of .free 
Biacks emigrated to Africa from the United 
States, has induced me to enclose you a de- 
scription of the place and settlement, from 
an American gentleman, who has often vi- 
sited, and has resided at Mesurada; and it 
appears, from all accounts, to be quite cor- 
rect. His opinion accords with many other 
gentleman, whom I have seen and conversed 
with, and who have visited the settlement, 
that it will never flourish under the present 
system pursued by the Colonization Society 
in the United States, of employing improper 
agents. Mr. , the late agent, is ac- 
cused by the surviving colonists of having 
looked to his own interest, instead of that of 
the colony, and converted the means placed 
in his hands, for their benefit, to his private 
use. 

‘‘It is my opinion that the settlement must 
be abandoned at Mesurada, unless the United 
States take it under their protection, and ap- 
point a suitable agent, with an adequate sa- 
lary, vested with sufficient authority to go- 
vern, and means placed at his disposal for 
the erection of public buildings and improve- 
ment of the colony, with an armed vessel at 
the disposal of the agent or governor; allow- 
ing him to appoint a sub-agent, should his ill 
health require his absence a few months in 
each year, until the country becomes clear- 
ed, and the means removed that cause the 
unhealthiness during the rainy season.” » 





f Description of Cape Mesurada, by a Gentleman 
who has resided there, and has a local know- 
ledge of the country. 

Cape Mesurada, the place fixed upon by 
the American settlers for their colony, is to- 
Jerably high land, and projects about one- 
fourth of a mile into the sea. On the north 
side of the Cape runs the river Mesurado, in 
an easterly direction, in which are two small 
islands that appertain tothe colony. To the 
northward of the Cape the land is low, as 
far as half Cape Mount, about twenty-five 
miles from Messurada. From the summit of 
the Cape can be seen a number of kingdoms, 
for there are not many kings in the vicinity 
of Mesurada who can boast of having one 
hundred sutjects. The land is productive 
of corn, coffee, &c. A large quantity of 
cam-wood and ivory can always be procured 
in a short time, consequently valuable to the 
settiement. 

The situation of the town must be healthy, 


and sea breeze, the land breeze lasting un- 
til 12 o’clock. There area great number of 
cool, fresh water springs, on and near the 
Cape, which are a valuable acquisition to a 
colony. 

The natives are a very superstitious peo- 
ple.—-They believe in their Dryons, which 
are sold to them by their doctors; they al- 
ways have them about their persons; they 
are made of different articles, according to 
the fancy of the doctor.—-Small pieces of 
horn, with a composition enclosed by the 
doctor, they affirm prevents death. 

Within fifteen miles of Cape Mesurada is 
the Rio St. Paul, valuable for the quantity of 
| ivory and cam-wood which comes down from 
the country. It is said that there is a com: 
munication between the rivers Mesurado & 
| St. Paul, which, if correct, is certainly fa- 
vourable to the settlement. 

The anchorage in Mesurada Bay is safe, 
frei 7 to 13 fathoms, soft bottom. On the 
| bar, at the entrance of Mesurada river, in 
the channel, in the rainy season, is 22 fa- 
thoms; inside of the river, from 4 to 6 fa- 
'thoms; rise and fall 7 feet. 

The curiosities of this place consist of but 
one square flat stone or rock, called by the 
natives the Devil’s Rock, which appears to 
: have been separated by some convulsion of 
the earth. It is perpendicular, and about 40 
feet high: here they sacrifice a white fowl 
to the Devil, to make slave ships arrive. 
'They have innumerable quantities of devils’ 

bushes, which are held sacred, & used only 
for sacrifices and grand palavers. 
Were the Society to send out agents to 
govern the Colony, having a loca] knowledge 
of the country, the Cape would be the most 
| flourishing colony on the coast, in a short 
time. 
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It is stated in a letter from Villa De Praya, 
of Dec. 3, that his Britannic Majesty’s ship 
Driver, Capt. Wooldridge, has captured, off 
.the River Bonny, coast of Africa, a Spanish 
schooner of about 90 tons, with 250 slaves 
on board, and a Portuguese brig of 250 tons, 
i with 270 slaves. 
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